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IN THE ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

Please amend the Abstract as follows: 

An approach for managing for e cast data involves th e us e of a hi e rarchical data mod e l to manag e 
forecast data. For e cast data is maintain e d for e ach us e r. Us e r acc e ss to for e cast data is 
determin e d bas e d upon th e relationship b e tw ee n us e rs and th e hi e rarchical data mod e l. 
Relationships b e tw e en users and hi e rarchical data models ar e d e fin e d by user attribut e s that 
sp e cify a us e r typ e , an assigned organization, a nod e assignment and primary and s e condary 
for e casting d e pths for primary and s e condary data hi e rarchies. Acc e ss to for e cast data is 
provid e d by trav e rsing a us e r's primary data hi e rarchy starting at th e us e r's assign e d nod e in th e 
us e r's primary data hi e rarchy and proc e eding to th e r e lativ e for e casting depth with r e sp e ct to th e 
us e r's assign e d nod e . Th e n the us e r's secondary data hi e rarchy is trav e rs e d to the absolut e 
secondary for e casting d e pth. Us e rs ar e g e n e rally p e rmitt e d to chang e data only at th e ir low e st 
level, as d e fin e d by th e us e r's attribut e s, although som e us e rs may b e giv e n privil e g e s to ov e rride 
for e cast data at other lev e ls. The data hierarchi e s and the user's attributes defin e a us e r's 
for e casting e nvironment. The for e casting environment controls what for e cast data may b e 
acc e ss e d by th e us e r and how th e data may b e acc e ss e d. A cons e nsus m e chanism is also 
provid e d for r e solving conflict or inconsist e nci e s in for e cast data. 

An approach for managing forecast data involving the use of a hierarchical data model to 
manage forecast data. Each user has forecast data and access is determined based upon the 
relationships between user and the hierarchical data model. Each relationship is defined by user 
attributes including a node assignment and primary and secondary forecasting depths for primary 
and secondary data hierarchies. Access to forecast data is provided by first identifying the user's 
assigned node in the user's primary data hierarchy and traversing to the relative primary 
forecasting depth with respect to the user's assigned node. Then the user's secondary data 
hierarchy is traversed to the absolute secondary forecasting depth. Generally, users are only 
permitted to change data only at their lowest level, although some users may be given privileges 
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to override forecast data at other levels. A consensus mechanism is also provided for resolving 



conflict or inconsistencies in forecast data 



